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The conformation of the marble, and of the {tone, did not 
fall out at random. Woodward.' s Natural Hifory. 

2. The annexing of one bill in parliament to another, 
q. In law, it is ufed for the combining; and uniting of two be- 
nonces in one. Cowel. 

Conso'lidative. adj. [from conjolidate.] That which has the 
quality of healing wounds. Did. 

(!!o NSONANCE. 1 r r r "p r *r * , 

z t n - h con onance, r r. cononans, Latin. 

Co NSONANCY. J J L J J 

I . Accord of found. 

I'he two principal confonances that moft ravifh the ear, are, 
by the confent of all nature, the fifth and the odtave. Wotton . 
And winds and waters flow’d 
In confonance. Tloomfon s Spring. 

2. Confiftency ; congruence; agreeablenefs. 

Such decifions held confo nancy and congruity with refolutions 
i ind decifions of former times. Hale s Law of England. 

I have thus largely fet down this, to fhew the perfect confonancy 
of our perfecuted church to the doctrine of feripture and an- 
tiquity. Hammond on Fundamentals, 

j. Agreement ; concord ; friendfhip. A fenfe now not ufed. 

Let me conjure you by the rights of our fellowfhip, by 
the confonancy of our youth. Shakefpeare' s Hamlet. 

CONSONANT, adj. [ confonans , Lat.] Agreeable; accord- 
ing ; confiltent : followed by either with or to. 

XVere it confonant unto reafon to divorce tliefe two fen- 
tences, the former of which doth fhew how the latter is re- 
trained ? Hooker. 

That where much is given there fhall be much required, is 
a thing confonant with natural equity. Decay of Piety. 

Religion looks confonant to itfelf. Decay of Piety. 

He difeovers how confonant the account which Mofes hath 
left, of the primitive earth, is to this from nature. Woodward. 
Co nsonant, n.f [ confonans , Latin.] A letter which cannot 
be founded, or but imperfedtly, by itfelf. 

In all vowels the paffage of the mouth is open and free, 
without any appulfe of an organ of fpeech to another : but in 
all ccnfonants there is an appulfe of the organs, fometimes (if 
you abftradt the ccnfonants from the vowels) wholly precluding 
all found ; and, in all of them, more or lefs checking and 
abetting it. Holder s Elements of Speech. 

He confldered thefe as they had a greater mixture of vowels 
or ccnfonants , and accordingly employed them as the verfe re- 
quired a greater fmoothnefs. Pope’s E/Jay on Ho?ncr. 

Consonantly, adv. [from confonant.'] Confidently; agree- 
a’ ly. 

This as confonantly it preacheth, teacheth, and delivereth, 
as if but one tongue did fpeak for all. Hooker , h. v. f 42. 

Ourfelves are formed according to that mind which frames 
things confonantly to their refpedtive natures. Glanv. Scepf c. 1. 

If he will fpeak confonantly to himfelf, he mull; fay that hap- 
pened in the original conftitution. Tidotfn. 

Co 7 N, SONANTNESS. n.f. [from confonant.'] Agreeablenefs; con- 
fiftency. Did. 

CoNsonous. adj. [confonus, Latin.] Agreeing in found; 
fymphonious. 

Consopi a'tion. n.f [from confpio , Latin ] - The act of lay- 
ing to fleep. 

One of his maxims is, that a total abftincnce from intem- 
perance is no more philofophy than a total confopiation of the 
flnfes is repofe. Dighy to Pope. 

CONSORT, n. f. [ confers , Latin. It had anciently the accent 
on the latter fy liable, but has it now on the former.] 

2 . Companion ; partner ; generally a partner of the bed ; a 
wife or hufband. 

Male he created thee ; but thy confort 
Female for race : then blefs’d mankind, and faid, 

Be fruitful, multiply, and fill the earth. Miltons Par. Lojl. 

Thy Bellona, who the confort came, 

Not only to thy bed, but to thy fame. Denham. 

He Angle chofe to live, and fhun d to wed. 

Well pleas’d to want a confort of his bed. Dryden s Fables. 

His warlike amazon her hoft invades, 

Th’ imperial confort of the crown of Spades. Pope. 

2. An affcmbly ; a divan; a confutation. 

In one confort there fat 

Cruel revenge, and rancorous defpite, _ 

Difloval treafon, and heart-burning hate. Fairy Ahjeen, b. n. 

3. A number of inftruments playing together ; a fymphony. 
° This is probably a miftake for concert. 


He, with his conforted Eve, 

'I'he Aory heard attentive. Miltons Paradife Lof , b. vii 
He begins to confort himfelf with men, and thinks himfelf 
one. Locke on Education , fed 

2. To accompany. 

I’ll meet with you upon the mart, 

And afterward conjort you ’till bed-time. Shake f ear e. 

Conso'rtable. adj. [from confoi r.] To be compared with- 
to be ranked with ; fuitable. 

He was conjortable to. Charles Brandon, under Henry VIIL 
who was equal to him. Wotton. 

Conso'rtion. n J. [enfortio, Latin.] Partnerfhip ; fellow- 
Ihip; fociety. Did. 

Consfe'ctable. adj. [from confpedus , Latin.] Eafy to be 
Len. ^ _ Did. 

Conspectu'ity. n.f [from csnfpcdlus, Latin ] Sight; view; 
fenfe of feeing. This word is, I believe, peculiar to Shake- 
fpeare , and perhaps corrupt. 

What harm can your bifibn confpecluities glean out of this 
character ? Shakefpeare' s Coriolanus. 

Conspe'rsion. n.f. [confperfo,Dat.] A fprinkling about. Did. 
Conspicu'ity. n.f. [from conjpicuous . ] Brightnefs ; favour- 
ablencfs to the fight. 

If this definition be clearer than the thing denned, midnight 
may vie for conffi cutty with noon. G'anv. Scepf. c. 1$. 

CONSPICUOUS, [confpicuus, Latin.] 

1. Obvious to the fight; feen at diftance. 

Or cornel lefs confpicuous ? Or what change 
Abfents thee ? Milton’s Paradife Loft, b. x. 1. icy. 

z. Eminent; famous; diftinguhhed. 

He attributed to each of them that virtue which he thought 
moft confpicuous in them. Dryden' s Juven. Dedication. 

Thy father’s merit points thee out to view, 

And fets thee in the faireft point ot light, 

To make thy virtues or thy faults conjpicuous. Addif Cato. 
The houfe of lords, 

Confpicuous feene ! Pope’s Epifl. of Horace. 

Conspicuously, adv. [from confpicuous.] 

1. Obvioufly to the view. 

Thefe methods may be preferred confpicuoufy, and intirely 
diftindt. Watts's Logick, p. iv. c.i. 

2. Eminently ; famoufly ; remarkably. 

Conspi'cuousness. n.f. [from ccnfpicuous ] 

1 . Expofure to the view ; ftate of being vifible at a diftance. 

Looked on with fuch a weak light, they appear well pro- 
portioned fabricks ; yet they appear fo but in that twilight, 
which is requifite to their confpicuoufncfs . Boyle’s Proem. Efjay. 

2. Eminence; fame; celebrity. 

Their writings attradl more readers by the authors conpi- 
cuoufnefs. Boyle on Cohuts. 

Conspiracy, n.f [ cotfpiratio , Latin.] 

1. A private agreement among feveral perfons to commit fonie 
crime ; a plot ; a concerted treafon. 

O confpiracy ! 

Sham’ft thou to fhew thy dang’rous brow by night, 

When evils are moft free ? Shakefpeare' s Julius Cafar. 

I had forgot that foul confpiracy 
Of the beaft Caliban, and his confed’rates, 

Againft my life. Shakefpeare s Tem[ cf. 

When fcarce he had efcap’d the blow „ 

Of faction and confpiracy , 

Death did his promis’d hopes deftroy. Dryden. 

In law, an agreement of men to do any thing; always taken, 
in the evil part. It is taken for a confederacy of two at the 
leaft, falfely to india one, or to procure one to be indidted ot 

felony. r Cmei 

3. A concurrence; a general tendency of many caufes to one 

event. . . . 

When the time now came that mifery was ripe for him, 
there was a confpiracy in .all heavenly and earthly things, to 
frame fit occafions to lead him unto it. ^ _ Sidney, • H - 

Conspirant. adj. [confplrans, Latin.] Confpiring; engage 
in a confpiracy or plot ; plotting. 

Thou art a traitor, r 

Conf pi rant ’gainft this high illuftrious prince. Soar. K. Leaf 
Conspir a'tion. n.f {confpiratio, Lat.] A plot. J 1 ’ 

Conspirator, n.f. [from conjpiro, Latin.] A man eng. t 
in a plot ; one who has fecretly concerted with others coi - 

million of a crime; a plotter. „ n -. 

Achitophel is among the confpirators with Abfalom. 


A confort of mufick in a banquet of wine, is as a fignet of 
carbuncle fet in gold. Ecclus. xxxu. 5. 

a . Concurrence; union. . „ , . . ^ . 

Take it finely, and it carries an atr of levity; but, in ««- 

fort with the reft, you fee, has a meaning quite 
To Conso'rt. v. n. [from the noun.] To afiociate with ; to 

unite with ; to keep company with. p , z r 

What will you do ? Let’s not confort with them. Shake/p. 
Which of the Grecian chiefs confer ts with thee . Dryden. 

To Conso'rt. v. a. 

1 . To join 5 to mix ; to marry. 


2. 


Stand back, thou manifeft con fir at or , j 

Thou that contriv’ft to murder our dread lord. hi). Lien. 

But let the bold confpirator beware ; p-ar. 

For heav’11 makes princes its peculiar care. Dryd. hpa. . 
One nut into his hand a note of the " " ron 


whole confpi 
i o 

South's 


racy againft him, together with all the names of the 
raters. ~ South ■ 

To CONSPI'RE. v. n. [ conjpiro , Latin.] ^ 

1. To concert a crime; to plot; to hatch tecret t.ca ou. 

Tell me what they deferve, 

That do confpire my death with devilifh piOc» rtr 

Of damned” witchcraft ? 

1 
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XVhat was it 

That mov’d pale Caffius to confpire ? Shak. Ant. and C! cop. 

They took great indignation, and confpired againlt the 

U £et the air be excluded ; for that undermineth the body, 
and cohfpireth with the fpirit of the body to diflolve it. Bacon. 

There is in man a natural poflibility to deftroy the world ; 
that is, to confpire to know no woman. Brown s Vulgar Err ours. 
The"prefs, the pulpit, and the ftage, 

Confpire to cenfure and expofe our age. Rofccmmon. 

2. To agree together; as, all things confpire to male him happy. 

Conspi'rer. n.f [from confpire.] A confpirator ; a plotter. 

Take no care. 

Who chafes, who frets, and where conf irers are ; 

Macbeth fhall never vanquifh’d be. Shakefpeare s Macbeth. 

Conspi'ring Powers. [In mcchanicks.] All luch as a£t in di- 
rection not oppofite to one another. Harris. 

Conspurca'tion. n.f. [from confpurco, Latin.] The a£t of 
defiling; defilement; pollution. 

CONSTABLE, n.f. [comes Jlabuli, as it is fuppofed.] 

1. Lord high conf able is an ancient officer of the crown, long 

difufed in England, but lately fubfifting in France ; where the 
conjlable commanded the marefchals, and was the firft officer of 
the army. The fundtion of the conf able of England confifted 
in the care of the common peace of the land in deeds of arms, 
and in matters of war. To the court cf the conf able and 
marfhal belonged the cognizance of contracts, deeds of arms 
without the realm, and combats and blafonry of arms within it. 
The firft conf able of England was created by the Conqueror, 
and the office continued hereditary ’till the thirteenth of Henry 
VIII. when it was laid afide, as being fo powerful as to be- 
come troublefome to the king. From thefe mighty magi- 
ftrates are derived the inferiour confables of hundreds and 
franchifes ; two of whom were ordained, in the thirteenth 
of Edward I. to be chofen in every hundred for the conferva- 
tion of the peace, and view of armour. Thefe are now called 
high confables , becaufe continuance of time, and increafe both 
of people and offences, have occafioned others in every town 
of like nature, but inferiour authority, called petty confables. 
Befides thefe, we have confables denominated from particular 
places; as conf able of the Power, of Dover cafle, of the cafle 
of Carnarvon ; but thefe are properly cafellani , or governours 
of caftles* Cowel. Chambers. 

When I came hither, I was lord high conf able. 

And duke of Buckingham ; now poor Edward Bohun. Shak. 

The knave conf able had fet me i’ th’ flocks, i’ th’ common 
flocks, for a witch. Shake fp. Merry Wives of Windfor. 

The conf able being a fober man, and known to be an ene- 
my to thofe adls of fedition, went among them, to obferve 
what they did. Clarendon. 

2. To over-run the Constaele. [Perhaps from conte fable, Fr. 
the fettled, firm and ftated account.] To fpend more than 
what a man knows himfelf to be worth : a low phrafe. 

Co'nstableship. n.f [from conf able.] The office of a 
conftable. 

This keeperfliip is annexed to the confablefhip of the caftle, 
and that granted out in leafe. Carew's Survey of Cornwal. 

Constancy, n.f. [ confantia , Latin.] 

1. Immutability; perpetuity; unalterable continuance. 

The laws of God himfelf no man will ever deny to be of 
a different conftitution from the former, in refpedl: of the 
one’s confancy, and the mutability of the other. Hooker , b. i. 

2. Confiftency; unvaried ftate. 

Incredible, that conjlancy in fuch a variety, fuch a multi- 
plicity, fhould be the refult of chance. Ray on the Creation. 

3. Refolution; firmnefs; fteadinefs ; unfhaken determination. 

In a fmall ifle, amidft the wideft feas, 

T riumphant confancy has fix’d her feat ; 

In vain the fyrens fing, the tempefts beat. Prior. 

4. Lafting affeclion ; continuance of love, or friendfhip. 

Confancy is fuch a liability and firmnefs of friendfhip, as 
overlooks and paffes by leffer failures of kindnefs, and yet ftill 
retains the fame habitual good-will to a friend. South. 

5. Certainty; veracity; reality. 

But all the ftory of the night told over. 

More witneffeth than fancy’s images. 

And grows to fomething of great mifancy, 
however , ftrange and admirable. 

CONSTANT, adj. [ conjians , Latin.] 

1. Firm; fixed; not fluid. 

takC high l y r ? a ‘. ed fp!rit of wine ’ and dephlegmed 

l o urine, and mix them, you may turn thefe two fluid 
liquors into a conf ant body. Boyle's Hifory of Firmnefs 

2. Unvaried ; unchanged ; immutable ; durable. J J ' 

3- *irm; refolute; determined; immoveable; unfhaken. 

. r Some ftircwd contents, 

Wow Ideal the colour from Baffanio’s cheek • 

4- Free ^ 
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fair maid, they yet remained conji 

Sidney, b. ii 


Both loving one 
friends. 

5. Certain ; not various ; fteady ; firmly adherent. 

Now, through the land, his care of fouls he lire ten d; 

And like a primitive apoftie preach’d ; 

Still chearful, ever confant to his call ; 

By many follow’d, lov’d by moft; admir’d by all. Dryden. 

He fhewed his firm adherence to religion as modelled by 
our national conftitution, and was conf ant to its offices in de- 
votion, both in publick and in his family. Addif on , Freenoldei - 

Constantly, adv. [from confant.] Unvariably ; perpetual- 
ly; certainly; fteadilv. 

It is ftrange that the fathers fhould never appeal ; nay, that 
they fhould not corfantly do it. Tillotfon „ 

To CONSTE'LLATE. v. n. [corf cllatus, Latin.] r i o join 
luftre; to fhine with one general light. 

The feveral things which moft engage our affections, uoj 

in a tranfeendent manner, fhine forth and confellate in God. 

Boyle . 

To Conste'llate. v. a. To unite feveral fhining bodies in 
one fplendour. 

Thefe flattered perfedtions, which were divided among 
the feveral ranks of inferiour natures, were iummed up and 
confellatcd in ours. Glanv. hcepj. c. 

Constella'tion. n.f. [from confellate.] 

1. A duller of fixed liars. 

For the ftars of heaven, and the confutations thereof, fhall 
not give their light. If. Am. ic. 

The earth, the air refounded. 

The heav’ns and ail the confellations rung. Milt. Par. Lofl> 
A conjlellation is but one ; 

Though ’tis a train of ftars. Dryden. 

2. An afiemblage of fplendours, or excellencies. 

The condition is a confellatim or conjuncture of ail tbofe 
gofpel-graces, faith, hope, charity, felf-denial, repentance, 
and the reft. Hammond’ s I J rad. Cat. 

Consterna'tion. n.f. [from conferno, Latin.] Aftonifh- 
mentj amazement; alienation of mind by a furprife ; 
prife; wonder. 

They find the fame holy confernation upon themfelves that 
Jacob did at Bethei, which he called the gate of heaven. South* 
The natives, dubious whom 

They muff obey, in confernation wait, 

’Till rigid conqueft will pronounce their liege. Philips / 

To CONSTIPATE, v.a. [from confipd, Latin.] 

1. To croud together into a narrow room; to thicken ; to 
condenfe. 

Of cold, the property is to condenfe and con fli pate. Bacon * 

It may, by amaffing, cooling, and conjlipating of waters, 
turn them into rain. Ray on the Creation . 

L here might 'arife fome vertiginous motions or whirlpools 
in the matter of the chaos, whereby the atoms might be 
thruft and crouded to the middle of thofe whirlpools, and 
there conjlipate one another into great folid globes. Bentley . 

2. To fluff up, or flop by filling up the pafiages. 

It is not probable that any aliment fhould have the quality 
of intirely conjlipating or fhutting up the capillary veflels. 

Arbutbnot on Aliments . 

3* To bind the belly; or make coftive. 

Constip a'tion. n. f [from confipate.] 

lm ^ of crouding any thing into lefs room ; condenfation. 

I his worketh by the detention of the fpirits, and conjlipa - 
tion of the tangible parts. Bacon’s Natural Hijlory, N°. 341. 
It requires either abfolute fulnefs of matter, or a pretty 
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clofe confipation and mutual contadt of its particles. Bentley 
Stoppage ; obftruction by plenitude. 

The inadtivity of the gall occafions a confipation of the 
belly. Arbutbnot on Aliments . 

Constituent, adj. [ confituens , Latin.] That which makes 
any thing what it is ; neceffary to exiltence; elemental; ef- 
fential ; that of which any thing confifts. 

Body, foul, and reafon, are the three parts neceflarily con- 
fident of a man. _ Dryden' s Dufrefnoy . 

All animals derived all the confituent matter of their bodies* 
fucceffively, in all ages, out of this fund. Woodw. Nat. Hif . 

It is impofiible that the figures and fizes of its confV 
tuent particles, fhould be fo juftly adapted as to touch one 
another in every point. Bentley's Sermons . 

Constituent, n* J. 

1. The perfon or thing which conftitutes or fettles any thin°- i 

its peculiar ftate. 0 

Their firft compofure and origination requires a higher 
and nobler confituent than chance. Hales Orig. of Mankind . 

2. That which is neceffary to the fubfiftence of any thino-. 

The obftrudtion of the mefentery is a great impediment to 
nutrition ; for the lymph in thofe glands is a neceffary c'ondi- 
tuent of the aliment. ~ Arbutbnot on Alijntu 

3* He that deputes another. 

To CONSTITUTE, v.a. [conjiim, Latin.] 

I. To give formal exigence ; to make any thing what it is ; to 
produce. w * 

$ k Prudence 
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